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Tragic Hero 
A little over a hundred years have passed since 
Enrique Granados met his death in the English 
Channel. After an acclaimed concert tour that took 
him to New York at the height of World War I, a 
German submarine sank the ship on which he was 
returning to Europe. Many manuscripts by the 
famous pianist were also lost in the icy waters and 
must have included priceless treasures – as we 
may gather from the interpretations of his surviving 
works by Maria Luisa Cantos, the grande dame of 
Spanish piano music, on her latest recording. After 
Granados had initially been brought to safety, he 
plunged into the water to save his beloved wife and 
lost his life in the effort – lending a romantic 
element to this extremely tragic episode. 
 
Romantic Poet 
And Granados must have been a truly romantic 
spirit. So it is not without reason that Cantos 
features the Escenas románticas (Romantic 
Scenes) as the focus of her very personal program. 
From the initial “Mazurka” to the concluding 
“Epilogue,” we again and again hear reminiscences 
of Chopin’s poetic piano miniatures. However, 
Granados deepens their emotional expression and 
greatly intensifies it. Here quiet tones make a 
significant contribution – as we grippingly 
experience in Cantos’ enthralling rendition of the 
“Berceuse.” 
 

 
Waltz King 
Granados’ intimate relationship with the waltz 
pervades his entire oeuvre. He frequently 
performed the Valses poéticas (Poetic Waltzes) 
composed during his younger years, and they were 
in his traveling bags when he went to the United 
States. From the character of intimate yearning 
marking the beginning and end of the little cycle to 
the boisterously and wildly whirling dance, 
Granados creates a cosmos of emotions and 
associations. 
 
Piano Idol 
The “Quejas” (Complaints) from the Goyescas are 
of course also a must. It is not without reason that 
this heartrending piece has become what is 
certainly Granados’ most popular composition – an 
adaptation by Johannes Heesters even made it to 
the hit parades! With genuine mastery Maria Luisa 
Cantos probes the deep feeling of this music with 
which she has spent most of her life. Without false 
sentimentality she honors the composer on the 
occasion of the 150th anniversary of his birth on 
this sumptuously recorded, multichannel SACD in 
2+2+2 sound – Happy Birthday! 
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